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September 2007

ATTENTION:  ROYAL PARK DOG WALKERS  

Melbourne City Council is currently reviewing the way in which Royal Park is used by various groups and individuals.  A revised Off-Leash Areas proposal, as a basis for public consultation, will be considered at the Council’s Environment Committee on Tuesday 2nd October. This affects you so please read on.

About Us: Royal Park Dogs (RPD) is an Association set up to represent the interests of the many people who exercise with their dogs in this precious open space.  We aim to encourage a sense of safety and community.  We promote responsible behaviour, which allows all park owners to co-exist harmoniously. RPD is a diverse group with close to 300 members representing people from all walks of life and of all ages, from young mothers with their strollers and dogs, to elderly individuals with their companion pets.

Annual General Meeting 2007 

Our AGM is scheduled for Sunday 30th September, 4pm at 56 Molesworth St, North Melbourne.  All members are invited to attend.

What is RPD doing regarding the review of Off-Leash Areas in Royal Park?

We commissioned a professional Survey (by Sally Jeavons of @Leisure, a respected leader in the field) to look at patterns of use. Based on a survey of 90 dog walkers over several months, the survey identified dog-walking patterns which led RPD to propose an extension of the current Off-Leash area (see maps over page). A copy of the report and survey results is available on our website.  A formal submission based on these results has been presented to Council and we will make a presentation to the Council’s Environment Committee on 2nd October. Your attendance in the public gallery will indicate support.

Some important points to consider:

· The current off-leash areas are a very small percentage of the total space occupied by Royal Park and do not reflect the proportion of users who are dog walkers. 

· Since Royal Park is such a large, open, ‘bush like’ park, it is very different to most other urban parks and warrants a different approach. Most inner city parks are smaller, often with formal plantings and garden beds; typically, various user groups must combine their activities in much closer proximity to each other than at Royal Park. RPD therefore believes that the new plan should reflect the reality of current usage and allow greater freedom to exercise with dogs off leash. This may also relieve some of the pressures experienced in other smaller MCC parks.

· Our co-existence in Royal Park with sporting groups, bike riders, families and other individuals has been harmonious to date and, to our knowledge, free of any serious incidents. People without dogs use Royal Park knowing there is a regular presence of friendly dog walkers, which makes areas far from streets or buildings much safer. To maintain this situation, it is important that our members continue to exercise common sense and consideration for others. 

Please retain control of your dog at all times and remember to:

· look-out for other users and ensure your dog does not interfere with their enjoyment. 

· be particularly watchful near children who might be frightened even by well meaning dogs.

· keep dogs clear of the native garden and all plants which could be damaged.

· pick up your dog’s droppings.
These 2 maps show current off leash area and our proposal for an extended off-leash area.
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We want to bring you up to date on all of this so you can have your say when the new plan is put before the public. Use the form below to make sure you are on our mailing list. If you can, please pay/renew the membership fee to help us cover costs.  Life members let us know if contact details have changed.  

Financial membership costs are:  $10 individual or $20 for a family membership with all family members named.  We are also offering a lifetime membership for $50 individual or $100 family.  Membership renewals are due in October for the 2007/08 year.  

Visit our website: http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/rpdogs/web/index.html

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership form

Please detach this portion and mail it to us at PO Box 53, Parkville  VIC  3052   

OR  send these details via email to rpdogs@vicnet.net.au
Name
(note: all family members can be named)



Address


Email Address
(email addresses preferred because it makes contacting our members easier)



Phone No.


Membership Type:  
Mailing List Only:
Y / N  

 

Financial:  

Y / N  



Payment can be made by cheque or money order made payable to Royal Park Dogs Inc.  Or transferred / deposited directly to our bank account. 

Account Name: Royal Park Dogs Inc 

BSB: 033178  Westpac

Account Number: 244054

