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November 2007
ROYAL PARK DOG WALKERS – time to have your say!
Melbourne City Council is currently circulating a proposal for new off-leash areas at Royal Park.  This is your chance to make your views known to Council so we urge you to return the questionnaire by the due date: Friday, 30th November. If you live near Royal Park you should have received a copy of the consultation document via your letterbox. addressed to “The Householder”. It will NOT be delivered by Australia Post but may arrive with advertising material, so check your ‘junk mail’ to avoid throwing it out. 
If you have not received your documents by mid-November, phone the City of Melbourne on 9658 9658 or email parks@melbourne.vic.gov.au and request a copy to be sent to you. 

It can also be viewed/downloaded from Council website www.melbourne.vic.gov.au
You need to click on Community Services then on Consultations.

The consultation document includes a map and two options. One is larger in area than the other, but neither option includes ‘the circuit’ (the large circular paved path at the top to the hill behind the Children’s Hospital).  Since most of us like to stroll around this path with dogs off leash, or play with our dogs on the flat grassy area inside the circuit, we suggest that you:

· respond to Questions 4 & 5 by ticking Yes with some changes
· respond to: What changes would be required for you to support the proposal? by writing ‘the inclusion of the area in and around the circuit’
· respond to Question 7 (about weaknesses of the proposed off-leash area) with a comment such as: ‘failure to include the open space inside the circuit where dogs at play can be effectively supervised due to good visibility’

· under Other Comments you might explain why you value Royal Park, particularly the circuit area. Most of us enjoy the socialising that goes on between dogs and between ourselves and other people who walk with OR without dogs. Let the Council know how important the park is in unifying members the community.
NOTE you can also mail a written submission to Dogs Off Leash in Royal Park, P.O. Box 1603, Melbourne, VIC 3001 or email to parks@melbourne.vic.gov.au

Other things you can do 

· urge other dog owners to fill in the questionnaire along the lines suggested

· ask neighbours who do not own dogs, to fill in the questionnaire supporting the inclusion of the circuit in the off-leash area and making positive comments e.g. ‘presence of dogs makes the park safer’

· use the form below to make sure you are on our mailing list. If you can, please pay/renew the membership to help us cover costs

· make sure dogs are well-behaved at the park. Keep them out of the Native Garden and Wetlands areas so water birds and people picnicking are not disturbed. DON’T give people reason to use this consultation process to limit off-leash dog walking.
We want to bring you up to date on all of this so you can have your say when the new plan is put before the public. 

Use the form below to make sure you are on our mailing list.  If you can, please pay/renew the membership fee to help us cover costs.  All members, please let us know if your contact details have changed.  

Financial membership costs are:  $10 individual or $20 for a family membership with all family members named.  We are also offering a lifetime membership for $50 individual or $100 family.  Membership renewals are due in October for the 2007/08 year.  

Visit our website: http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/rpdogs/web/index.html

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership form

Please detach this portion and mail it to us at PO Box 53, Parkville  VIC  3052   

OR  send these details via email to rpdogs@vicnet.net.au
	Name
	(note: all family members can be named)



	Address
	

	Email Address
	(email addresses preferred because it makes contacting our members easier)



	Phone No.
	


Membership Type:  
Mailing List Only:
Y / N  

 

Financial:  

Y / N  



Payment can be made by cheque or money order made payable to Royal Park Dogs Inc.  Or transferred / deposited directly to our bank account. 

Account Name: Royal Park Dogs Inc 

BSB: 033178  Westpac

Account Number: 244054

