SUBACHOQUE VALLEY
ROCK ART SITES

SITE NUMBER: 10 (CuSubGaPi003)

SITE NAME: Piedra Miranda

VEREDA: Galdames

FINCA: Unknown

OWNER: Unknown

TYPE OF ROCK ART: Red pictographs

ALTITUDE: 2,940 meters per GPS; 2,925 meters per atimeter
DISCOVERED BY : Unknown. Locally well-known tourist site.
DOCUMENTED BY: Harry Marriner in August 1993

DESCRIPTION AND ORIENTATION: Three concentrated groupings of red
pictographs are located on the inside south facing vertical wall of alarge mushroom-
shaped rock forming a protective roof. The entire wall contains red paint smudges and
many faded, faint images. The area sheltered from rain is approximately 2 meterstall, 3
meters wide, and 7 meters long.

LEFT SECTION: The painted area on the left comprises an area approximately 1.5
meterstall by 1.5 meters wide. This section includes 3 labyrinth forms of parallel
curved and angled lines, single and joined lozenge motifs, and one “face” with awavy
“tail” next to another oval or box shape with awavy “tail.”

CENTER SECTION: The centra portion is approximately 90 cms. tall by 1.8 meters
wide and contains joined and single lozenges, vertical and parallel zigzag lines below 3
chevrons, and two other faint motifs. Many faded spots may indicate the prior presence
of agreat number of motifs.

RIGHT SECTION: Theright section is approximately 1.3 meterstall by 2.1 meters
wide and contains alabyrinth design found in other Muisca areas that resembles a
“smiling face.” Other motifsinclude adouble lozenge, atriangle, a“U” shape, 7 vertical
lines, 7 vertical linesinside a complex set of parallel chevrons with extended lines,
forked lines and zigzag lines.



OBSERVATIONS AND HISTORY: Thissiteislocally known as the Piedra Miranda
(Miranda s Rock) because a General Mirandais rumored to have used the rock shelter
asacorral for his horses or as atemporary shelter during arevolution in 1876. Piedra
Mirandais located approximately 1 km. north of the trail from Subachoque to Tenjo and
isalocal tourist attraction that has been severely damaged by graffitti and malicious
defacing of the pictographs. The left section is the best preserved part of the mural.
Different artistic styles, motifs, erosion and weathering of the paint suggest that many
different artists painted designs on the Piedra Mirandarock at different timesin the past.
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