VISIT TO GEELONG MOVES BENDIGO REGION CLOSER TO PROMOTION INTO THE TOP ECHELON OF ATHLETICS IN VICTORIA

Well into the season the Bendigo Region Men’s Open team is currently sitting 3rd on the ladder in Division 2 behind Melbourne University, Mornington Peninsula, well ahead of 4th placed Diamond Valley and other strong clubs such as, Richmond, Nunawading, Mentone and Collingwood in the 12 team competition. 

It was another great result for the Bendigo Region over the 16km Geelong Cross Country Course this weekend. Leading the way at the Geelong race for Bendigo were Bendigo YMCA Harriers star Brady Threlfall 16th and another personal best by Kyle Brittain 49th  from the South Bendigo club in the 320 runner field. Threlfall beat home Steve Monaghetti and ran with Beijing bound Lee Troop during parts the race before Troop pulled away in the later stages to win. Other members of the Division 2 team competing in Geelong were Charles Chambers, Ross Evans, Peter Cowell (Bendigo YMCA) and Russell Fenwick (South Bendigo). In addition to the clubs mentioned above, athletes also from Bendigo University have contributed to the Men’s Division 2 season result to date. 

The top 2 clubs from Division 2 will move into Division 1 next season. A top 2 finish provides the opportunity for Bendigo runners to directly compete for points against the states elite athletes. In addition to the athletes mentioned above other top class athletes running in Division 1 during the 2008 season include world class athlete Craig Mottram. Points are awarded from 10 races during the season ranging from 4km to 21km’s. To date our Division 2 Bendigo team has achieved 4 podium finishes. Bendigo Region has never achieved Division 1 status.

The Men’s over 40’s, Women’s open and Women’s over 40’s teams are all in top 5 positions at present capping off an extremely successful season to date. Athletes from Bendigo every 2-3 weeks are traveling around the state representing the Bendigo Region not just against country clubs but the might of the metropolitan area. The Bendigo Region team is made up of runners from Athletic Bendigo clubs Bendigo YMCA Harriers, South Bendigo, Bendigo University and Eaglehawk YMCA.

Craig Green

Publicity Officer – Athletics Bendigo
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	Position 
	CLUB
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Total

	1
	Melbourne University
	13
	13
	13
	13
	13
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	78

	2
	Mornington Peninsula
	11
	11
	11
	11
	7
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	59

	3
	Bendigo Region
	10
	9
	10
	8
	11
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	57

	4
	Diamond Valley
	8
	5
	9
	10
	4
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	47

	5
	Athletics Nunawading
	9
	8
	3
	7
	9
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 
	46

	6
	Traralgon Harriers
	4
	10
	8
	9
	8
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	44

	7
	Malvern Harriers
	6
	6
	7
	4
	5
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	35

	8
	Glenhuntly
	5
	7
	6
	3
	10
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	35

	9
	Richmond Harriers
	7
	4
	4
	5
	6
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	32

	10
	Collingwood
	3
	3
	5
	6
	3
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	23

	11
	Mentone
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7

	12
	Ringwood
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2


